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FOR HAVING 
HELD YOU UP 














“TSTHE FATED LAND, KOKURA. 
NOW, A FOREIGN WIND HOVERS IABOVE 
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THEY WERE 


ABLE TO HAVE 
A PROPER 
HARVEST. 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI, 


I AM IN THE 
MIDDLE OF A 
JOURNEY. 





I WANNA 
TO GOTO 
TEACHER'S 
HOME 
VILLAGE! 


WE DON'T ¥ 
HAVE SUCH 
PREE TIME. 


YAGYU... 


WE WON'T 
GO IN SUCH 
MOUNTAIN 
RECESSES! 


MAYBE I 
SHOULD visit 
MIMASAKA ON 





YOU'VE 
BEEN TAILING 
US SINCE 
YESTERDAY. 


; ~ ew\/ _WE WERE 
T'M ALONE Z y j WAITING FOR 
NOW, YOU Ly YOU TO BE 

FOOLS... 


THE HEAD OF 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 


WE COULD 
BE QUITE 
COMFORT- 
ABLY EM- B 





I'M QUITE 
DISGUSTED. 


ARE YOU 
FRIGHT- 
ENED!? 








DON'T 
YOU HAVE 
OTHER 
REASONS 


AS FAR AS 
REASONS TO 
DIE GO, THIS 

ONE'S HARDLY 

SUFFICIENT. 














I WONDER /F 


YAGYU IS THE SKY OVER 


CLEAR TOO... 


LET'S KEEP 
SOME FOR 
NIICHAN TOO. 





/, MASTER 


LIVES INSIDE aaa } dor I'M ONLY 
aN 1 ‘ FOLLOWING 








FATHER, 
AROSTED & 
POTATO. 


A sta 
NIICHAN! 


THERE'RE 
STILL MORE, 
TARO-CHIN. 


SHE'S AT THE 
PEAK OF HER 
























WE CAN'T 
FORGET THAT 
OUR MASTER 

WAS VERY 
FOND OF 
oTsi, HER. 
oTSsO HE 








NO... IT'S 
NOTHING. 


NO, WE'LL 
PROCEED TO 
THE NEXT TOWN 
WHILE THERE'S 
STILL LIGHT! 


SHOULD IT 
y BE TIME TO 
BS| cearcn ror 








WHAT KIND 
OF PERSON 
| ARE YOU...7 


YOU SHOW 
IT TO ME 
USING THE 
SWORD? 

















EXPLAIN 
IT WELL 
TO HIM. 






I CAN SEE 
THAT KOJIRO 
IS NOT ABLE 

TO GRASP THE 
SITUATION. 











YOU WERE 
KOJIRO'S 
GUARDIAN, 
RIGHT? 


SINCE I'M 
ACCEPTING HIM AS 
A NEW INSTRUCTOR, 
I WANT TO SEE HIS 
SKILL WITH MY 
EYES ONCE. 


MAGOSHIRO, 


MY FAMILY'S 
CHIEF FENCING 
INSTRUCTOR. 








I ENTRUSTED 
MY LIFE TO 
YOUR FATHER, 
LORD TADAOKI, 
ON MANY 
BATTLEFIELDS, 


WWASTERT 





























PLEASE. 













KOJIRO, SUCH 
DISRESPECT | 
TOWARDS YOUR 


HEY, DO YOU 
WANT TO BRING 
DISGRACE 

UPON Us!? 









| HOW I MISS THE 
BATTLEFIELD... 
























































THAT'S 
KOJIRO... 
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ia 
wild at 
fe ‘I / of 








HOW 
WOULD you 
FIGHT HIM? 




















MY 
NAME IS 


DESPITE THE 
APPEARANCES, 
THE FACT SHE 

COULD STAY 

WITHOUT LOSING 


4 HER POSITION IS 


DUE TO HER 
EXTRAORDINARY 


TAMA 
FENCING 





THE 
GREAT 
~ LORD HAS 









































WHAT DOES 

IT MEAN TO 

CARRY THE 
SWORD. 


CONTINUED 
TO SHOW 
ME YOUR 
LOYALTY AND 
DEVOTION. 


IENAO, 
WITH THA 


CAUGHT 





T 


a Ace | 


HE SURELY 
IS A NOTED 
TREASURE. 



















HOWEVER, 
HE'S A 
MONKEY! 
















HE 
CURRENT- 
LYISA 
MONKEY!! 





HE DOESN'T 
EVEN UNDER- 
STAND WHAT 
IT MEANS TO 
SERVE THE 
HOSOKAWA 
FAMILY! 












THAT KOJIRO 
BEING DEAF, 
IS EVEN UNABLE 
TO SPEAK... 





I HAVE MY 
DOUBTS ON 
HOW MANY 
WORDS HE 
KNOWS... 


TREASURE 
BEING A 
MONKEY IS A 
PROBLEM. 


A PERSON... 
A WARRIOR. 


MAKE HIM INTO 
A SAMURAI! OF 
THE HOSOKAWA 
FAMILY, ARE WE 
CLEAR? 








AH... 
IT'S KOJIRO- 
SENSEI 





I'M 
REALLY I APPOINT 
COUNTING YOU TWO 
AS KOJIRO'S 
EDUCATORS. 


SERVING HIS 
LORD WITH 
HIS MILITARY: 
ARTS. 


Resives IN \ ia 








— 
Ee 
Se 
-_ 
- 














YOU DON'T 

RECOGNISE 

ME BECAUSE 
I CUT MY 
BEARD? 





IT'S ME, 
KOJIRO. 


APPEARS... 
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WE DRANK 
SAKE TOG- 
ETHER! 


Ou, RIGHT! 
IF IDO 
THIS, YOU 
SHOULD 








VE BEEN 
REEEING: 


LIKE THIS FOR 
SUCH A LONG 
TIME... 


T'LL RESTART 
MY LIFE. 


1 CAN'T | 
LIE TO THE 
GODS... 














MAY THEY 
BE ABLE 
TO REACH 
NIRVANA. 





BE BEYOND 
SALVATION 
FOREVER? 


THERE’RE 
MANY. 
FOREIGNERS 
IN THE TOWN 
OF KOKLIRA. 


BUSINESS 
TRADE WITH 
SPAIN AND 


THEN YOU 


MY LATE 
THREE YEAR 
OLD CHILD 


WILL BE 
DAMNED!? 




















THOSE TWO 
INNOCENT 
WILL GO SOULS... 


TO HELI? SON FELL AND 


TT CAN'T BE @ He (WAS SWEPT 
LIKE THAT, ‘ je away! 


RIGHT!? 


THERE'S 
NO WAY HE 


WON'T BE 
REDEEMED /, 







IF YOU DO 
NOT BELIEVE 
IN GOD, 


















DARE SAY 
SUCH CRUEL 


AS IF YOU 
COULD 
BELIEVE 
IN GOD AT 
THREE 
YEARS 
OLD! 


THERE IS NO 
SALVATION 
FOR YOU. 


IT'SsA 
VENERABLE 


GOD. HEAVEN 

BE PRAISED, 
HEAVEN BE 
PRAISED. 















LITTLE THING. 





"EVEN IF TM 
DESTINED FOR 
HELL...MY 
MOTHER WAS 
SAVED FOR 
SURE! 



























































HAVING COME 
HERE, HE'S 
BECOME 
POPULAR IN 
NO TIME. 









WHAT'S OUR 
HO! 


_|  THey stare 
= SILENTLY AT 
= | _ us, ASKING 

THEMSELVES IF 

THE CURRENT 

FEUDAL LORD 






























































IT 
0 BY CHANCE? 


YOUR 
THOUGHTS, 
udIle? 

















THERE ARI 
CONCERNING 
HIS ABILITY. 


a EY 25, 
iy 


AES : 

















YOUR EYES 
HAVE MET! 











LET us 
RETURN TO 
THE CASTLE. 





FIRST, 
ETIQUETTE 






































BECAUSE THE 
GREAT LORD 


APPOINTED ME. 
AS YOUR TUTOR, 


OUR ROLES 
IN THIS 


g 
NA =] 











WILL IT BE 
FIT FOR 
ME...? 











326: TO BE A SAMURAI 


KOKURA CASTLE, 
WHICH KNEW BOTH 
THE DISTRESS AND 
MILE GLORY OF A 
COUNTRY IN CIVIL 
HINDER AN 

RINWEVERING 

MIOYAPTY”, IT 

































CHRISTIANS 
IS REALLY 

















CALLED DEUS 
















AND PEOPLE rhe Hae 

THING IN THIS 

CAN ONLY BELIEVE WORLD ON HIS 
IN THAT DEUS OWN... 


AND NOT IN 


THE PEOPLE OF 
JAPAN IN THE 
PAST, TO BEGIN 
WITH, BECALISE 
THEY DIDN'T 
KNOW DEUS, 





q if, BEEN SUFF- 
ube i HEA ERING IN 


FOR YOUR 
HUSBAND AND HELL TILL 
YOUR CHILD. 









DO You 
HAVE ANY 







NOT MARRIED. \ 
AND I DON'T | 
HAVE ANY 
KIDS. 













I HAD A 
MOTHER, BUT 
SHE PASSED 
AWAY FIVE 
YEARS AGO. 
















I DON'T 
KNOW MY 
FATHER'S 
FACE... 









HAVE I 
fy LOST ALL 
MY FAMILY 
WITHOUT 
REALIZING 


MY NAME 


IS TAKI. 
WHAT IS 
YOURS? 
DIDN'T T 
VOW TO 
STOP <4 
LYING? 


SAKUSHU 
MIMASAKA. 


T'M LOOKING 
FOR A CHEAP 
PLACE TO 


COULD You 
‘TELL ME IF 





IT'S SMALL, 
BUT WE'LL BE 
FINE WITH 
JUST ONE 
MORE 


WHY NOT 
COME TO 
OUR 
EH, _ HOME? 


ALL THE 
SAME IN 

TIMES OF 
TROUBLE, 













ALRIGHT, 
KOJIRO. 


YOU ARE 


TEACHER. 


THE DISC- 





I KNOW 


HOW sTRONG — FULL WELL 
YOU ARE, IF | HOW STRONG 
YOU ARE NO YOU ARE. 

GOOD IN THIS, 

YOU CANNOT 

LIVE IN A SAMU- 

RAl SOCIETY. 


DON'T PICK 
YOUR NOSE! 





IF SOMEONE 
LIKE A SAMURAI 
CANNOT READ 
AND WRITE 
KANSI, HE 
CANNOT LEARN 
FROM BOOKS 
OF THE PAST. 


AS WELL 
AS YOUR 
THOUGHTS, 


IT SEEMS 
YOU CAN 
SOMEHOW 
MANAGE THE 
SIMPLE 
SYLLABLES, 
BUT... 


READING 
AND WRITING 
KANJI. 








BY PUTTING 


THEM INTO 


YOUR 
JOURNAL. 














WHAT THE 


HELL ARE YOU 
DOING, KOFIRO!?71? 





YOU HAVE 


PLEASE 
RELAX AND 
LIE DOWN. 





ALL WITHIN 
THE CASTLE 
WILL KNOW 


VICTORY OF 
THE NEWLY 
ARRIVED 
YOUNG 
WARRIOR... 


AND OF 
MASTER SUGA'S 
CRUSHING 
DEFEAT. 





IT APPEARS 
THE LORD IS 
QUITE FOND 


HUMILIATION 
OF HAVING 
BEEN USED 
AS A STEP- 
\ PING STONE, 


BURYING 
{T WITHIN 
YOUR HEART, 
PRETENDING 
NOT TO 4 
REMEMBER [- 





WILL YOu 
FORGET...?. 


OR WILL 





IT's 
BECOME 
SO HARD 
TOLIVE - 








KAEDE 
DON'T vf 

JUST STAND Lf 
THERE waTcu- Vi) =| 
ING, GIVE ME oa 




































































T'M SAYING 4 
IT ONCE MORE, 
SO LISTEN... 





SINCE YOU HAVE 
OBTAINED 
STATUS AND A 
STIPEND FROM 
THE HOSOKAWA, 
YOU HAVE TO 
WORK FOR THE 
FAMILY!! 


AS YOU ARE 
NOW, SIR KOJIRO, 
THAT'S NOT 
POSSIBLE! 


NOT.... 
POSSIBLE... 


SHOULDN'T 
SAY IT, BUT 
IT APPEARS 
THAT YOUR 





COME NOW, 
LET US BEGIN 
WITH READING 
AND WRITING! 


EVEN IF YOU 
EXCEL WITH THE 
SWORD, YOU'RE 

NO DIFFERENT 
THAN A SIX YEAR 
OLD CHILD!! 





I THINK HE'S 
A MAN TOO FAR 
REMOVED FROM 

WHAT IS 
‘ORDINARY,’ 


Ly I'VE 
UNDERSTOOD 


ALL THE MORE HIS ABILITY IS 


BECALISE OF =| 
HIS TALENT... -_ BUT AS EXEMPLARY. 











Do You YOU IMPLY 
BELIEVE I HE CAN'T BE 
SHOULD NOT CONTROLLED? 
HAVE EMPLOYED ff! 
KOJIRO? 


IS THAT 
WHAT YOU 
MEAN TO 
SAY? 





SURE IS SOME- 
THING YOU OB- 
TAING PAYING 
AN EQUIVALENT 
PRICE. 





IT SAYS HE'S 
HEADING TO 
KOKURA TO- 
GETHER WITH 

MUSASHI. 
































































































PX THAT IS A 
MESSAGE 
CSCREAM) 
DESIRING 
FREEDOM 
AND A 
FRIEND. 
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327132585 /7 





WELL, LET US 
BEGIN BY 
STUDYING 

ETIQ- 





PLEASE 
CONTINUE 
LIKE THAT. 


WE WOULD 
LIKE TO 
WATCH. 


he 





SIR KOJIRO'S 
EDUCATORS... 


WE WISH 
TO SEE IF IT IS 




















HIM TO YOU 


TO SEE IF 
YOU ARE 
COMPETENT 


THAT IS THE 
GREAT LORD 
TADAOKI'S 
COMMAND. 
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I DON'T 
HAVE A 

COMMON 
GROUND. 


HOW CAN 
I GUESS 
WHAT UPBRINGING 
HE HAD THAT 
MADE HIM WHAT 
HE IS NOW? 


TO EMPATHIZE 
WITH HIM ON 
A MAN-TO-MAN 
LEVEL... 





HIM THROWING 
A TANTRUM IS 
LIKE... 


HE EXPLODES 
WHEN WE DON'T 
REALIZE WHAT 
HE WANTS TO 


THINK HE'S 
A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF 


THE MORE 
TIME T 
SPEND WITH 


HE WANTS 
TO DO AS 
HE PLEASES. 


A BABY DENIED 
HIS MILK. 





IN BATTLE, 
KOJIRO IS 
A GENIUS. 





OH, GOING 
ALREADY? 





T'VE BEEN 

ENTRUSTED 
WITH AN 

\, IMPORTANT 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
|JOB WOULD 
SHE GET? 


YOU'RE 
GOING HOME 
EARLY A LOT 

OF LATE, 

‘SENSEI. 


WHO'S 
ALWAY: 





THAT IS WHY I 
HAVE ABANDONED 
THE WAY OF THE 

SWORD... 

















RAISING KOJIRO 
AS A HOSOKAWA 
SAMURAI IS 
My DUTY. 





TOMORROW, T'LL 
MAKE HIM OBEY, 
AT ALL COSTS. 














T'VE RECEIVED 
SOME OMURA 
BAY SEA 
CUCUMBERS. 


T REALLY 
LIKE THEM, 

















te 
HE APPEARS 
TO BE AMONKEY \= 
MORE THAN [: 
AMANIII! 


WHAT'S THE 
MEANING OF 
THIS, OGAWA?! 








a 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 





